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The Forcing of the Straits ofSunda.
After the war Admiral Wilson was adversely criticized
for taking the heavy risk of forcing the Straits of Sunda. It
was said that by so doing he lost the war. But is this correct ?
It may be that he could have avoided, or greatly reduced,
the risk by going farther east. It might have been better to
try the passage between Timor and Tenimber,* or the wide
channel between Tenimber and the Aru Islands. But even
if he had succeeded in getting through one of these without
appreciable loss, he would still have had to cross the Java
and Sunda Seas and to pass to the eastward of Billiton
Island, if he wished to bring the Japanese Fleet to action.
The distance is 1500 miles, and he would have had
to steam for three days and nights through a narrow
belt 1500 miles long. During the whole of that time
he would have been subjected to continual torpedo
attacks, which the number of small islands would have
greatly facilitated and which would, in all probability, have
inflicted heavy loss upon him.
Risk is an inevitable accompaniment of war. The best
way to lessen it is to attack the enemy unawares, to put
fear into his heart with unlooked-for audacity, and,
above all, to be swift and to strike home by the shortest
path.
It may be that forcing the Straits of Sunda meant
heavier material losses. But when the moral loss and the
disadvantage of going into action with crews who have
been, for many days, under long and continued strain is
taken into consideration, it is only fair to say that there is
not much to choose between the two alternatives.
However, unless the British Fleet has not got as far as the
Indian Ocean at the outbreak of war, I think that a sea-
fight in the South China Sea will end in a draw, or in a
victory for Japan like that just described. Further, on
account of the great distance from their Home ports at
which the British would have to fight, and in view of the
fact that Singapore can never be a really first-class dockyard,
a drawn fight would amount to a victory for Japan,
This is a considered conclusion with which every
student of the art of war will agree. Therefore, so long as
* Also called Timor Laut.—Translator.

